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Biodiversity strategy for 2030 - targets

PROTECT NATURE 

Coherent trans-European 

nature network by 2030 

• Legally protect at least 30% of the European 
Union’s sea area. 

• Strictly protect at least a third of the EU’s marine 
protected areas (10% of EU MS sea area).

• Effectively manage all protected areas, defining 
clear conservation objectives and measures, and 
monitoring them appropriately.

• Fisheries management measures must be 
established in all MPAs according to clearly 
defined conservation objectives and on the basis of 
the best available scientific advice.

RESTORE NATURE 

EU nature restoration plan 

• Nature Restoration Law with legally binding 
restoration targets, including for the marine 
environment.

• Achieving good environmental status of marine 
ecosystems, including through strictly protected 
areas, must involve the restoration of carbon-rich 
ecosystems as well as important fish spawning 
and nursery areas.

• Reduce bycatch of sensitive species and the 
impact of bottom fishing on the seabed.



Nature restoration law
Pioneering new legislation



A key initiative of the European Green Deal and the 

Biodiversity Strategy for 2030: 

•  Protection needs to be strengthened but is not 

enough

• Need for large scale restoration effort

• Complement and build on existing policy 

framework (BHD, MSFD, WFD)

• Focus on the synergies between climate and 

nature policy

Proposal for a nature restoration law



Regulation on nature restoration: structure

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/publications/nature-restoration-law_en

By 2030 restoration 

measures 

cover 20% of EU’s 

land and sea

By 2050 – all 

ecosystems in 

need of restoration

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/publications/nature-restoration-law_en
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• Put in place the restoration measures necessary to improve to good condition areas of 

habitats in not-good condition

✓ …for groups of habitat types: on at least 30% by 2030, 60% by 2040, 90% by 2050; 

• Put in place the restoration measures necessary to re-establish the habitat to reach the 

favourable reference area

✓ …for groups of habitat types: on at least 30% by 2030, 60% by 2040, 100% by 2050;

• Put in place the restoration measures necessary to improve the quality and quantity of 

habitats of species listed in Art. II, IV, V HD and wild birds + Annex III of regulation (including 

re-establishing them) and enhance connectivity until sufficient quality & quantity is achieved

Marine restoration targets



1. Seagrass beds

2. Macroalgal forests

3. Shellfish beds

4. Maerl beds

5. Sponge, coral and 

coralligenous beds

6. Vents and seeps

7. Soft sediments (above 

1000 meters of depth) 

Marine habitat types (Annex II)

Source: 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/knowledge/pdf/Marine_

EU_red_list_report.pdf 

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/knowledge/pdf/Marine_EU_red_list_report.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/knowledge/pdf/Marine_EU_red_list_report.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/knowledge/pdf/Marine_EU_red_list_report.pdf


• Commission proposal June 2022

• Council general approach and EP report

• Ongoing trilogues, ambition to agree on the law by end 2023

• Preparations for the implementation are ongoing with Member 

States and the European Environment Agency

• The first deadlines for putting in place restoration measures 

would (approximately) coincide with protected area targets of the 

Biodiversity strategy for 2030

What next for NRL?



Restoration and protection



• Areas under restoration do not have to be protected areas, however…

• If they comply with the relevant criteria, these areas should also 

contribute towards protected area targets.

• Conservation objectives and measures in many Natura 2000 sites and 

other MPAs already require restoration of habitats. 

• Protected areas provide: the conditions for successful restoration 

and no deterioration.

• Strictly protected areas have a key role in marine restoration.

Role of MPAs in restoration



• Strictly protected areas will enable ecosystems to thrive because they will 

create the close to pristine conditions without pressures.

• Passive restoration – let the nature recover. However, sometimes active 

restoration will be necessary (re-establishment of habitats).

• Live laboratory for showing what good condition actually means and which 

restoration methods work best.

• Success will depend on their proper monitoring, surveillance and 

enforcement.

• Demonstrate the benefits nature can provide to society and economic 

sectors, such as fisheries.

Strictly protected areas



It is already happening…

Source: Partnership for Interdisciplinary Studies of Coastal Oceans. 2011. The Science of 

Marine Reserves (2nd Edition, Europe).

www.piscoweb.org. 22 pages



Horizon Mission: Restore our Ocean, seas and 
waters by 2030

European Blue Parks call: Protection and restoration of marine habitats

• Effectively managed marine protected areas with clear science-based conservation objectives and 

conservation measures that contribute to the restoration and protection of marine ecosystems and support a 

shift towards strictly protected areas;

• Protection and restoration of marine habitats and species through strictly protected areas, in particular of seabed 

habitats, including to preserve their carbon sequestration capacity, ensure spill-over of fish, provide 

ecosystem functionality and maintain connectivity;

• Enhanced resilience and adaptation potential of coastal and marine ecosystems and improved provision of their 

ecosystem services, in particular in relation to climate change mitigation/adaptation and to fisheries;

• A blueprint for the designation and management of marine protected areas and/or for shifting their status 

from “protected” to “strictly protected” including criteria and tools for quantifying their success/ effectiveness in 

terms of conservation outcomes/results; a blueprint for the identification of ecological corridors as part of a blue Trans-

European Nature Network;



Thank you
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