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The improvement pledge

Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process

Ambition of the pledge process:

* Improvement of status and trends for 30 % of species and
habitats assessments at MS level

e No further deterioration in conservation trends and status
e No unknown assessments due to lack of data

* |dentifying limitations to achieving non-deterioration

naturel>uracg

WAGENINGEN
UNIVERSITY & RESEARCH @ @EE:EKE.E & | TERRASC OIS

common midwife toad
©Saxifraga-Luc Hoogenstein

-

T

M L agus

A BT B

Eesti Maaiilikool

EI'I'II_I Eatreann Lingsrpey ol Lfs Srosnss



[ Alpine [ Mediterranean
[ Atlantic B Pznnonian

- Black Sea |:] Steppic

I soreal I <all other values>
I continental

B Macaronesian

Pledges
received from
Member
States which
are part of
the Atlantic
region



Member State level

 Completeness

* 30 % improvement target reached
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Atlantic region

* Habitats and species groups pledged
for improvement & non -deterioration

e Current Conservation status of pledged
species and habitats groups for
improvement & non -deterioration

* Habitat types and species for which
detoriation is unavoidable
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How is status assessed for Habitats Directive?

Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process

Status in MS Biogeographical region Trend
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Good (FV)

< Deteriorating ()
Bad (UZ) Unknown (U)

Unknown

For more information: https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/topics/at-a-glance/nature/state-of-nature-in-europe-a-health-
check/explore-nature-reporting-data



How is status assessed for Birds Directive?

Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process

Trend (short & long term) Status EU level
Decreasing(®) e

Unknown/uncertain (U) Unknown

For more information: https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/topics/at-a-glance/nature/state-of-nature-in-europe-a-health-
check/explore-nature-reporting-data
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Conclusions

Sufficiency of pledges is relatively high
Species not pledged:
* Wintering and passing birds
e Habitats and species with stable or
increasing trends
e Data information errors
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Member State 30% |mprovement target

reached

Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process

category

M deterioration unavoidable M improvement ™ non-deterioration ™ unknown
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Do Member States pledge to improve 30% of species and
habitat assessments for achieving improving trends by 20307?

Not all Member States reach the target
Possible explanation
* Unclarity on whether all species or only
species with declining trend needed to be
pledged for improvement ?
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Pledged for improvement- Atlantic region

Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process

Pledged for improvement

* The pledges focus on
primarily on birds and
habitats

* After birds, mammals are
most represented

* Denmark only pledged birds

Spain .

Denmark

Germany
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Habitats pledged for improvement Atlantic

Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process

M Bogs, mires and fens
H Coastal habitats

B Dune habitats

M Forests

B Freshwater habitats

M Grasslands

H Heath and scrub
B Rocky habitats
I I I I I B Sclerophyllous scrub

Germany Spain
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The pledges of Germany focusss
on the restoration of grasslands
and dune habitats

The plegde of Spain targets rocky
habitats and heath and scrubs
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Current conservation status pledged

and habitats

Species pledged in Atlantic region

Improvement Non-deterioration
m Decreasing ® Improving m Stable Unknown

Source Conservation status: Art. 17 reporting (2012-2018) database
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Dusky Large Blue (Maculinea nausithous) H-2120-Shifting dunes along the
© Saxifraga-Mark Zekhui European mink (Mustela lutreola), shoreline with Ammophila

© Nicolai Meyer/Wikipedia arenaria ("white dunes")
© SBB/DLG



Breeding birds
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Swift (Apus apus) — D Great reed warbler Red kite (Milvus milvus ) -I

© Saxifraga-Luc Hoogenstein (Acrocephalus arundinaceus) © Saxifraga-Mark Zekhuis
-D
© Saxifraga-Joerg Mager -
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Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process
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* Not analysed due to limited data

Sufficiency of measures difficult to asses

— Improve condition of existing habitats (either Annex | or species habitats) through
active area-based restoration measures

— Prevent, control, eradicate or mitigate negative impacts of Invasive alien (plant or
animal) species
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Deterioration unavoidable Atlantic region?

NATURA 2000
Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process
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Country  birds habitats species Spam
Germany 5 (4 breeding, 1 6
1 wintering)
Denmark 15 (breeding) Leafy
liverwort
Spain 1 1
Iberian guillemot Jungermannia handelii

Uria aalge ibericus
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NATURA 2000

Deterioration unavoidable?

Natura 2000 Biogeographical P_l___'ocqu_ .

Denmark

Tawny p|p|t (breedlng)

Anthus campestris
© Saxifraga - Mark Zekhuis
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Short-eared owl (breeding) Greater scaup (breeding)

Aythya marila

Asio flammeus .
© Saxifraga-Jan van der Straaten

© Saxifraga-Piet Munsterman
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Deterioration unavoidable?

Hatura 2000 Blngengraphlcal Prncess

Scarce heath Hazel grouse (breeding) Active raised bogs

Coenonympha hero Tetrao urog allus source: Saxifraga-Marijke Verhagen
source: Saxifraga-Frits Bink source: Saxifraga-Bart Vastenhouw
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Overall conclusions

NATURA 2000

Hatura 2000 Blogeographlcal Process
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Overall sufficiency is relatively high

* Ambition level is considerable -> improvement pledges for species and
habitats with decreasing trends

 Limited number of species and habitats for which deterioration cannot
be halted
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Issues for discussion

NATURA 2000

Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process

 What is the timeline for submission of the missing pledges?

* Does this analysis reflect the pledges not yet submitted of other
Member States?
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NATURA 2000

How feasible is it to reverse trend?

Issues for discussion

Natura 2000 Biogeographical Process
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Increased conservation efforts
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‘is artwork illustrates the main findings of the article, but does not intend to accurately represent its results (https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-020-2705-y)
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