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MPA Europe will map optimal locations for
Marine Protected Areas in European seas
for a network including high biodiversity of

species, habitats, and ecosystems, and

blue carbon stores for improving Marine
Spatial Planning in a changing climate.

The project started in January 2023 and will end in April 2026.
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benthic
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Benthic habitats (EMODNET)
Modelled habitat distributions

30 000 SPECIES
Environmental niche modelling

Estimate richness

-» Carbon sequestration, storage and deposition
based on the environmental conditions, habitats,
and species present

-¢ Develop blue carbon scoring system
supporting management of blue carbon

Connectivity modelling (present)
Climate velocity (recent and future)

Design MPA networks covering 10% and 30%
of European seas that maximise coverage
of biodiversity and blue carbon

Two way process with marine spatial planners and other
interested parties to formulate regional or national case
studies, ensuring project traceability, transparency and
reproducibility

Project website, peer-reviewed scientific papers, workshops,

conference, fact sheets, policy brief for stakeholders
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