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• To ensure no deterioration in conservation trends and status of all 

protected habitats and species by 2030 (+closing knowledge gaps).

• To ensure that at least 30% of species and habitats not currently in 

favourable status are in that category or show a strong positive trend.

• Covers all species/habitats reported under Article 17 of the Habitats 

Directive and bird species reported under Article 12 of the Birds Directive.

The conservation status improvement targets

Guidance to Member States on how to select and prioritise species/habitats for the 30% conservation improvement target under the 

strategy:

https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/6f30d1d2-d6f2-4c6e-a4dc-1feb66201929/library/bd8a2cd4-f774-4574-bd88-0b1fa012b725/details 

https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/6f30d1d2-d6f2-4c6e-a4dc-1feb66201929/library/bd8a2cd4-f774-4574-bd88-0b1fa012b725/details


• Conservation status of 

protected marine species

State of EU marine biodiversity

https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/biodiversity/state-of-nature-in-the-eu/state-of-nature-2020   

• Conservation status of 

protected marine habitats

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/state-of-europes-seas

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2779/032638 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/biodiversity/state-of-nature-in-the-eu/state-of-nature-2020
https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2779/032638


EU State of Nature report

• Every 6 years, EU Member States are required to report on: 

• the sizes of and trends in populations of birds (Article 12 of the Birds Directive)

• the conservation status of and trends in targeted habitats and species (Article 17 of 

the Habitats Directive) 

• The EEA compiles and processes the reports from the Member States and 

makes the assessment of the conservation status of species and habitats at 

the biogeographical/EU level.

• This information is accessible online.



EU State of Nature report

• Member States’ reports

• Web viewers

• Dashboards

• Maps

• Quality feedback

• …



EU State of Nature report



Conservation status – marine habitats in the 
Mediterranean and Black Sea regions

• In the Mediterranean, all marine habitats 

are in unfavourable conservation status, 

none of the trends are positive

• In the Black Sea, only 1 habitat (1180) is 

in favourable condition, all other habitats 

either unfavourable or unknown, none of 

the trends are positive

• No change/deterioration of status is more 

frequent for habitats not well covered by 

Natura 2000 network

• Deterioration of status even for habitats well 

covered by the network  - effectiveness of 

measures?



Conservation status – marine species (HD) in 
the Mediterranean and Black Sea regions

• In the Mediterranean, only two species (HD) 

are in favourable conservation status

• Main issue is the lack of knowledge

• In the Black Sea, 75% are in unfavourable 

status

• No change/deterioration of status is more 

frequent for species not well covered by 

Natura 2000 network

• For species well covered by the Natura 

2000 network, the status has remained 

favourable or is improving



Conservation status – seabirds in the 
Mediterranean and Black Sea regions

• Marine birds – 35% either 

threatened or near threatened at 

EU level

• Marine birds – only 39% in 

favourable status at EU level



Main pressures on habitats in the 
Mediterranean and Black Sea regions

Mediterranean:

1. Urbanisation

2. Fishing and aquaculture

3. Transport and pollution

Black Sea:

1. Fishing and aquaculture

2. Urbanisation

3. Extraction of mineral resources



Main pressures on species in the 
Mediterranean and Black Sea regions

Black Sea:

1. Fishing and aquaculture

2. Military activities and other

Mediterranean:

1. Fishing and aquaculture

2. Urbanisation

3. Transport



Conservation measures for marine habitats and 
species in the Mediterranean Sea

• Measures both inside and outside Natura 2000

• 60% of the necessary measures for habitats and 57% of 

measures for species are still not taken in the Mediterranean 

Sea

• Conservation status is not improving for many 

habitats/species – this may indicate that key measures have 

not yet been taken 



EU red list of marine habitats - Mediterranean



EU red list of marine habitats – Black Sea



• New or improved measures inside and outside Natura 2000 

capable of reversing the negative trends

• The role of conservation measures in Natura 2000 sites – 

ensuring their effective management

• Synergies with the MSFD programmes of measures and 

measures implemented through regional sea conventions

• Measures in the marine action plan

• (Restoration measures under the Nature restoration law)

Expected measures for the pledges?



Thank you
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