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The conservation status improvement targets

* To ensure no deterioration in conservation trends and status of all
protected habitats and species by 2030 (+closing knowledge gaps).

« To ensure that at least 30% of species and habitats not currently in
favourable status are in that category or show a strong positive trend.

« Covers all species/habitats reported under Article 17 of the Habitats
Directive and bird species reported under Article 12 of the Birds Directive.

Guidance to Member States on how to select and prioritise species/habitats for the 30% conservation improvement target under the

strategy:
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/6f30d1d2-d6f2-4c6e-ad4dc-1feb66201929/library/bd8a2cd4-f774-4574-bd88-0b1fa012b725/details
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EU State of Nature report

 Every 6 years, EU Member States are required to report on:
* the sizes of and trends in populations of birds (Article 12 of the Birds Directive)

« the conservation status of and trends in targeted habitats and species (Article 17 of
the Habitats Directive)

« The EEA compiles and processes the reports from the Member States and
makes the assessment of the conservation status of species and habitats at
the biogeographical/EU level.

 This information is accessible online.
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EU State of Nature report

Explore nature reporting data

Modified 24 Aug 2023
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Article 17 web tool

EU State of Nature report
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Habitat assessments at EU biogeographical level

The Article 17 web tool provides an access to EU biogeographical and Member States’ assessments of conservation status of the habitat types and species of Community interest compiled zs part of the Habitats Directive - Article 17 reporting process. Theze aszezsments have t

period 2013-2018.
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The ‘Data sheet info’ includes notes for each regional and overall assessment per habitat.
The *Audit trail” includes the methods used for the EU biogeographical assessments and justifications for decisions made by the assessors.
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Conservation status — marine habitats In the
Mediterranean and Black Sea regions

In the Mediterranean, all marine habitats
are in unfavourable conservation status,
none of the trends are positive

In the Black Sea, only 1 habitat (1180) is
In favourable condition, all other habitats
either unfavourable or unknown, none of
the trends are positive

No change/deterioration of status is more
frequent for habitats not well covered by
Natura 2000 network

Deterioration of status even for habitats well
covered by the network - effectiveness of
measures?
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Conservation status — marine species (HD) In
the Mediterranean and Black Sea regions

Article 17 reporting 2013-18

Mediterranean marine re gion
In the Mediterranean, only two species (HD) e e o
are in favourable conservation status
Main issue is the lack of knowledge
In the Black Sea, 75% are in unfavourable
S t a.t u S 5% 3% 3% _ 3% - l 3% 3% ”
. R . | S D 1 Unk D 1 Unk S Unk (blank)
No change/deterioration of status is more : o 2
frequent for species not well covered by Al 17 reporting 201315
lack Sea marine region
Natura 2000 network Species sssessment ()
For species well covered by the Natura o
2000 network, the status has remained

15%

favourable or is improving

5%
European

0% ..
Commission




Conservation status — seabirds In the
Mediterranean and Black Sea regions

« Marine birds — 35% either

threatened or near threatened at

EU level

« Marine birds —only 39% in
favourable status at EU level

Marine birds - EU status assessment
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Main pressures on habitats in the
Mediterranean and Black Sea regions

Mediterranean: Black Sea:
1. Urbanisation 1. Fishing and aquaculture
2. Fishing and aquaculture 2. Urbanisation

3. Transport and pollution 3. Extraction of mineral resources




Main pressures on species in the
Mediterranean and Black Sea regions

Mediterranean: Black Sea:
1. Fishing and aquaculture 1. Fishing and aquaculture
2. Urbanisation 2. Military activities and other

3. Transport




Conservation measures for marine habitats and
species In the Mediterranean Sea

 Measures both inside and outside Natura 2000

* 60% of the necessary measures for habitats and 57% of
measures for species are still not taken in the Mediterranean
Sea

e Conservation status is not improving for many
habitats/species — this may indicate that key measures have
not yet been taken



EU red list of marine habitats - Mediterranean

Box 3.4.1 Threatened Mediterranean Sea marine habitats (for
more information refer to the full assessments).

[@] Endangered
A2.31 Communities of Mediterranean mediolittoral mud estuarine
A3.13 Photophilic communities with canopy-forming algae in
Mediterranean infralittoral and upper circalittoral rock
A5.52B Algal dominated communities in the Mediterranean
infralittoral sediment
A5.6v Mediterranean infralittoral mussel beds
A5.6y Mediterranean infralittoral oyster beds

[ vulnerable
A2.25 Communities of Mediterranean mediolittoral sands
A2.33 Communities of Mediterranean mediolittoral mud
A2.7x Biogenic habitats of Mediterranean mediolittoral rock
A3.23 Photophilic communities dominated by calcareous, habitat-
forming algae
A3.36 Communities of Mediterranean infralittoral estuarine rock
A4.23 Communities of Mediterranean soft circalittoral rock
A5.27 Communities of Mediterranean lower circalittoral sand
AS5.32 Communities of Mediterranean infralittoral mud estuarine
A5.38 Communities of Mediterranean infralittoral muddy
detritic bottoms

A5.535 Posidonia beds in the Mediterranean infralittoral zone

Box 3.4.2 MEDITERRANEAN SEA CASE STUDY
Biogenic habitats of Mediterranean mediolittoral rock
Assessment outcome: [ ] VULNERABLE

Biogenic concretions such as those of the red algae Lithophyllum
byssoides and platforms formed by the algae Neogoniolithon brassica-
florida and the gastropod Dendropoma petraeum have been described
from only a few localities along the Mediterranean coastline. Their
distribution is mostly restricted to the northwestern Mediterranean, the
warmest part of the basin. Both reefs and rims represent unique archives
to reconstruct past Mediterranean climate and especially sea level
oscillations. They play an important role in preventing or slowing down
the rock erosive processes. Where these reefs are well developed they
increase microhabitat complexity and the associated biodiversity on the
narrow Mediterranean intertidal fringe.

The habitat is vulnerable to physical impacts, such as coastal
developments and trampling, and very sensitive to environmental
stresses related to water quality and changes in sea level as they
develop. Ocean acidification, predicted to be one of the consequences
of climate change, impairs recruitment success and causes shell
dissolution, as well as altering the shell mineralogy of the reef-building
gastropod, Dendropoma petraeum.

Lithophyllum byssoides rims fringing rocky coastline. © E. Ballesteros

This habitat has a restricted distribution: there are continuing declines in
its spatial extent and biotic quality and given its vulnerability to current
impacts such as pollution and sea-level rise, a continuing decline in the
quantity and quality is considered likely. This habitat has therefore been
assessed as Vulnerable.
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EU red list of marine habitats — Black Sea

Box 3.5.1 Threatened Black Sea habitats (for more information
refer to the full assessments).

M critically Endangered
A5 .xx Pontic circalittoral biogenic detritic bottoms with dead
or alive mussel beds, shell deposits, with encrusting corallines
(Phymatolithon, Lithothamnion) and attached foliose sciaphilic
macroalgae

] Endangered
Al.1xx Turf algae on Pontic moderately exposed lower
mediolittoral rock
Al .44 Pontic mediolittoral caves and overhangs
A3.34 Fucales and other algae on Pontic sheltered upper
infralittoral rock, well illuminated
A5.5w Seagrass meadows in Pontic lower infralittoral sands
A5.62 Mussel beds on Pontic circalittoral terrigenous muds

[]vulnerable
A4 .24 Invertebrate-dominated Pontic circalittoral rock

Box 3.5.2 BLACK SEA CASE STUDY

AS5.xx Pontic circalittoral biogenic detritic bottoms with encrusting
corallines (Phymatolithon, Lithothamnion) and attached foliose
sciaphilic macroalgae

Assessment outcome: [l CRITICALLY ENDANGERED

This habitat is characterised by extensive stands of perennial red algae
(genera Phyllophora, and Coccotylus) on a substrate of mixed sediments
(shelly mud to pure shell hash) covered by dead or living crustose
coralline algae Lithothamnion crispatum, Lithothamnion propontidis, and
Lithophyllum cystoseirae. It is only present on the north-west shelf of
the Black Sea, a locality linked to specific bathymetry and oceanographic
conditions. There is also a delicate nutrient balance which provides
suitable conditions for this habitat to form.

During the 1970s and 1980s the north-western Black Sea was heavily
affected by eutrophication due to nutrient enrichment and this resulted
in the reduction in extent (by several orders of magnitude) of the
Phyllophora field, a habitat that was first described in 1908. Harvesting
for agar was also a past pressure on this habitat. Today only a small
nucleus of the habitat survives on the Ukrainian shelf. The diversity of
the associated fauna and flora has also severely declined, although it is
now thought to be largely stable. Bottom-trawling and expanding gas
exploration activities are current and future threats to this habitat. This
habitat has been assessed as Critically Endangered because of a severe
reduction in quality and extent over the last 50 years.

Coccotylus truncatus in Zernov’s Phyllophora field, Ukraine. © T. Hetman
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Expected measures for the pledges?

* New or improved measures inside and outside Natura 2000
capable of reversing the negative trends

 The role of conservation measures in Natura 2000 sites —
ensuring their effective management

« Synergies with the MSFD programmes of measures and
measures implemented through regional sea conventions

 Measures in the marine action plan

 (Restoration measures under the Nature restoration law)
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