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Protected areas pledges

Where are we – inventory, overview, distance to target 
Mediterranean region



Protected areas – current dataflows 

EEA supports annual data reporting for:
- Natura 2000 sites
- Nationally designated areas

This information is compiled to produce statistics on 
protected areas coverage at EU, biogeographical regions
and member state level
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/terrestrial-protected-areas-in-europe

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/terrestrial-protected-areas-in-europe


Protected areas coverage by biogeographical region 

Based on Natura 2000 data reported by Dec 2020 and national sites data by March 2021
– analysis of status prior to the pledge process
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Protected areas coverage by MS – in their Mediterranean regions

Based on Natura 2000 data reported by Dec 2020 
and national sites data by March 2021
– analysis of status prior to the pledge process

Numbers are available in online dashboard link

CY*: area under the effective control of 
the Government of the Republic of Cyprus
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Pledges for the protected areas target



Pledges for the protected areas target

Fra n ce

Me d it e r ra n e a n  re gion  – p le d ge s  re ce ive d
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Structure and content of the information reported in the pledges
Ge n e ra l in fo rm a t ion
- Protected  areas exten t pe r b iogeographica l/m arine  region  – curren t and  

expected  by 2030 (1.1)
- OECMs exten t pe r b iogeographica l/m arine  region  – curren t and  expected  

by 2030 (1.2)
- Area  under strict p ro tection  pe r b iogeographica l/m arine  region  – curren t 

and  expected  by 2030 (1.3)
- Explanation  on  coherence  of the  ne twork (1.4)

Exis t in g n a t ion a lly d e s ign a t e d  a re a s  re p or t e d  in  Na t DA w h ich  sh ou ld  
b e  cou n t e d  t ow a rd s  t h e  30 % t a rge t
- Per designation  type  (2.1) or ind ividual site s (2.2)

Exis t in g OECMs re p or t e d  in  Na t DA w h ich  sh ou ld  b e  cou n t e d  t ow a rd s  
t h e  30 % t a rge t  (3)

Exis t in g Na t u ra  2000 s it e s  a n d  n a t ion a lly d e s ign a t e d  a re a s  t h a t  sh ou ld  
b e  cou n t e d  t ow a rd s  t h e  10% s t r ict  p ro t e ct ion  t a rge t
- Per designation  type  (4.1) or ind ividual site s (4.2)

Ple d ge s  fo r  fu t u re  p ro t e ct e d  a re a s  a n d  OECMs (5)
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Information submitted in the pledges

Ge n e ra l in fo rm a t ion : To t a l cu r re n t  a n d  e xp e ct e d  a re a  cove re d  by p ro t e ct e d  
a re a s

Based  on  in form ation  reported  by France  and  Spain  in  the  p ledge  tab le  1.1
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Ge n e ra l in fo rm a t ion : To t a l cu r re n t  a n d  e xp e ct e d  a re a  u n d e r  s t r ict  p ro t e ct ion

Information submitted in the pledges

= 1.4 % of the  FR + ES Medite rranean  regions

Based  on  in form ation  reported  by France  and  Spain  in  the  p ledge  tab le  1.3
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Information submitted in the pledges

Ge n e ra l in fo rm a t ion : Coh e re n ce  o f t h e  n e t w ork

• France – emphasis on strong protection: a geographical area in which the 
pressures generated by human activities likely to compromise the conservation 
of ecological issues are absent, avoided, eliminated or significantly limited, in a 
permanent manner, through the implementation of land protection or 
appropriate regulations, combined with effective control of the activities 
concerned

• Spain – A first assessment of coherence of marine Natura 2000 sites has 
been developed (through LIFE INDEMARES) on the basis of the analysis of four 
criteria: Representativeness, repIication, connectivity and adecuacy

Based  on  in form ation  reported  by France  and  Spain  in  the  p ledge  tab le  1.4



Information submitted in the pledges

Exis t in g t e r re s t r ia l p ro t e ct e d  a re a s  w h ich  sh ou ld  b e  cou n t e d  t ow a rd s  t h e  30 % t a rge t  
– response  pe r designation  type  (2.1) - no  ind ividual site s reported  (2.2) 



De sign a t ion  type s cou n t in g towa rds th e  30 % ta rge t

France - 32 designation types provided to the Designation types registry
• Sites from 17 designation types should be counted towards the 30 % target. 14 of 

these include terrestrial sites in the MED region
• No individual sites reported

Spain - 50 designation types provided to the Designation types registry
• Sites from 29 designation types should be counted towards the 30 % target. 22 of 

these include terrestrial sites in the MED region
• No individual sites reported

Based  on  in form ation  reported  by France  and  Spain  in  the  p ledge  tab le  2.1 and  2.2

The  Nationa l designation  types registry is  ava ilab le  on line  from  the  EEA website  - link

https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/biodiversity/europe-protected-areas/designation-types-used-by-countries


Potential implications for coverage statistics in some countries

- Please  conside r a t na tiona l leve l exclud ing the  
designa tion  types or a reas tha t should  not be  
counted  towards the  30% ta rge t from  fu ture  
subm issions under the  Nationa lly designa ted  
a reas da ta  flow. 

- It has im plica tions for the  figures conside red  for 
the  glob a l 30% t a rge t  under the  CBD GBF as 
Nationa lly designa ted  a reas a re  p rovided  by the  
EEA to  the  World  Database  of Protected  Areas 
which  is used  to  track progress towards globa l 
ta rge ts on  protected  a reas

© Gabrie la  De lcheva  REDISCOVER Nature /EEAc



Information submitted in the pledges

Exis t in g t e r re s t r ia l p ro t e ct e d  a re a s  w h ich  sh ou ld  b e  cou n t e d  t ow a rd s  t h e  10 % s t r ict  t a rge t  
– response  pe r designation  type  (4.1) and  ind ividual site s reported  (4.2) 



De sign a t ion  type s cou n t in g towa rds th e  10 % ta rge t

Based  on  in form ation  reported  by France  and  Spain  in  the  p ledge  tab le  4.1 and  4.2

The  na tiona l designation  types is  ava ilab le  on line  from  the  EEA website  - link

France - 32 designation types provided to the Designation types registry
• Sites from 11 designation types should be counted towards the 10 % target. 

3 of these include terrestrial sites in the MED region
• No individual sites reported

Spain - 50 designation types provided to the Designation types registry
• Sites from 4 designation types should be counted towards the 10 % target. 

All 4 include terrestrial sites in the MED region
• 245 individual sites reported

https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/biodiversity/europe-protected-areas/designation-types-used-by-countries


Ge n e ra l in fo rm a t ion : To t a l cu r re n t  a n d  e xp e ct e d  a re a  cove re d  by OECMs

OECMs a lre a d y re p or t e d  in  t h e  Na t DA t h a t  sh ou ld  b e  cou n t e d  t ow a rd s  
t h e  30 % t a rge t

Information submitted in the pledges

• France – “to date, France has not officially recognised the OECMs. However, 
work has been initiated to define criteria for the recognition of these tools”

• Spain – no OECMs reported

Based  on  in form ation  reported  by France  and  Spain  in  the  p ledge  tab le  1.4 and  3



Information submitted in the pledges

Based  on  in form ation  reported  by France  and  Spain  in  the  p ledge  tab le  5

France 
• “The implementation of the national strategy for protected areas 2030 is based on a 

bottom-up approach, through the development of territorial action plans in each 
territory. This approach must include commitments regarding protected areas and 
high protection zones, resulting from a collective work led by the actors of the 
territories and involving the stakeholders. Since this territorialization process is still in 
progress, France will only report the elements on the current network of protected 
areas and high protection zones”

Spain
• Pledges 14 marine sites - 7 in the marine MED region

Ple d ge s  fo r  fu t u re  p ro t e ct e d  a re a s  a n d  OECMs



Next steps

- Update  of p rogress by b iogeograph ica l region  
– new protected  a reas sta tistics will becom e 
ava ilab le  in  2024 

- Pledges dashboards – to  be  pub lished  now 
and  updated  gradua lly when  new p ledges a re  
subm itted

© Gabrie la  De lcheva  REDISCOVER Nature /EEAc



Protected areas pledge dashboards – proposed format



Dashboards – proposed format

Proposed  new protected  areas
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