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Natura 2000 in France: Overview

OO T ', . W‘: .5‘ b Sioycen ':"“"'; — ’am.;es X —""‘i‘:"‘“‘ X Meschode  WRzEnhauder
Bsbu . -
' Baimstaple Asbury, ¥ JCalais o ey e N((l['\::’vq -
Tots ¥ . 1 |’S ! i
A 800 Exeter, Tt %n, 5 Brghton L 4 e . o S
- R bedewore | O S ooU L. ) “o;“ - ¥ i BT Hager o o L Laiss
= Plymoh' g =0 N TG 'a:«\ ) S nasAngenny '\ Cobsence y
~ il A - > [
- .‘ Cambvdne _~$ak<m-eg' : 5\ el . V:.-kou:,ll - WiesBadgn o
S St = o Amiens < Al OV 3 abenaies R TE
et Sonmopes i 2 e ’ Diegog . Mg S Pakeast o Trelur L Wurtzbouey
. - TS ATl » " 4 ¢ ~ il
[ ] 1 ' l o fa A? ¥ ooneld a. Roueny el Ii“:}":?um A Mannheim 5y 500
S I e S S a S el v W e dermony Voulérs S rebeuck Srow
M Yinc's Caen A . - AT /. Heilbronn ~ AM
-, S N = SN . L Chde Jarmpe -
T3 L Sogancts Nt el paris m::‘,‘, . Baghinon. u i
. 0 . . Earnpe - W y - [ty 3 of slmsq.,,(
Covering 13 % of the metropolitan terrestrial - Ssom, g bt S L 19 S
Y N g »
Laten § Brtuc . ey Chactres ‘ & Tw:“- ¢ e ,‘J' Yo 4
A% Renads -, ’ v 299/ Lrumt
oon _Crawmant 'n:vouvuﬁnemq.\u .
. S 7.3 mmey

. |
territory B ol o i el o e (U :
S Auxerre mrang |

Vicoes v 4 I‘»‘J‘l. W0ul
S Angecs Tours 1/ & \ Avaion < W s
ari thiseee stackes - S Ay 2 ; %
- Crales S Loches Y ) ‘wm-( “:'i. . =
el e \ cslesurove S N
AL 33 Roche- o [ J : /
o sorvpn g PO 17 Makne., S VPRes i Sauni Z s
~ 3 J <o ’
* 3% of Natura 2000 sites also benefit from R o SEE i
N - LRftec . 4 i Sahde,
CU, ‘ Lmeges  Cirmint et gl _
Other protection Status '- NOapn » B . 'u\u) Jn‘v._-«_«g'- ng.em\e W oA ety .N.yz.vc . ig
1 [vate it 1 ~Grenotle 4 . o b
s Lo P\ 4 ~/. . Tunn . M
g s b g 2

< A Bcalicon .. Parm

243 ""‘v?"" S Ca £ lmna, DS oA

» Overlap or preceding other types of Protected ' 2 T A s Porr e ot i,

Warmaux

areas e , e g i
o7 S5 -~ Rolodse, o H.m?c/u:v- ”"” S f o
f-- . > . Chndas =S
AL (o'loqr-e badeo .0.,,.{‘4(. [T Magsaits % ~ ,“"‘.:' 3
4 Carade “ E Carcassonne g = 3 ) " y
) Luge N2 W 9 Gauders. - MR B 7
Negrens “ A T = -4 NI Fhlydees
\ Sania ¥ tse .‘:::vi‘ LK R Perpignan R
- ¢ otz TN =
“Ponlc.vedla O Earco A 08 "Logrodo L edh Andofre. . Loty
XS o OF Valdeorres ~ 9 3 Calbtors A lavieltle .~ : ]
A Palencia . . e Géeone %
Vareni(d ; Neds ’ Vo pcc
¥ o (a5 Bragasce % Sorla Biretar P s ! e g
Biag0 I Vallagalid . Saragosse - b o d i 4 . Pecto-
5 - . i
. Fe |
Mo andel e s Barcelone. v S
; e ‘ andels Cuditgr. - Darbona Calatdyud | Quirko ke v — AN
/ X Cunt . TLa Maddakna
G S Salamanque | Ségovie " | Sksenza Aoy, TSt S ' .
. Méas a . Calamachs s e '

4th Natura 2000 Biogeographical Seminar for the Mediterranean region, 17-19 April 2024, Larnaca



Natura 2000 in France: functioning

» Steering committee (COPIL) with a local facilitator

e Participatory approach among all site stakeholders to define objectives
and measures implemented through “chartes” and agricultural or non-
agricultural contracts

 Administrative Regions are responsible for supporting Facilitators of Natura 2000 sites
and for financing site management actions (except agricultural contracts financed
by national authorities)

* National authorities lead the process for the designation of new N2000 sites
or the extension of existing sites, and are referent for impact assessments in N2000 sites
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Natura 2000 in France: the DOCOB as a central pillar

The DOCOB (DOCument d'OBjectifs) content follows the
Guide for Developing Management Plans for Natural Area

» | Ecological diagnosis
Initial state

. | Socio-economical diagnosis

Biodiversity conservation
Issues and objectives
Local development
\ > Contracts
| Natura 2000 charters,

guide to good practices

>
>
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1. Setting site-specific conservation objectives and measures

Maintenir
Conserver ...

Améliorer
Restaurer
Rétablir ...
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1. Setting site-specific conservation objectives and measures

.
T
Diagnostic

BOCiO-
Economigue

* Long term objectives are divided into
operational objectives to compose
sustainability objectives

Diagnostic
écologigue

* Measures/actions are associated to operational Eriewe i s s
objectives

* Aim at acting on influence factors affecting
iIssues to improve conservation status

Ohbhiectifs de dévelonpement durabhle

¥

Mesure 1 Mesure 2 Mesure 3
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2. Setting site-specific conservation objectives and measures

» Priorising conservation issues for species and habitat

v' Conservation status and trends from
Sensitivity of the the habitat/bird Directives
species / habitat

v" Conservation status from IUCN red lists

Issue v" ZNIEFF status

Site functional
role

Site
representativeness
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1. Setting site-specific conservation objectives and measures

* Measures/actions are implemented through
contracts with volunteer stakeholders

@ = Often opportunity

» Some measures/actions will be easier to dependent

contractualise

» Some objectives will be easier to reach
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2. Effectiveness assessment to achieve favourable conservation status
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2. Effectiveness assessment to achieve favourable conservation status

very large standing trees
Forest habitat national survey

4 .’

Permanent grassland
agricultural national survey

Significantly faster
increase of the very
large tree density
inside the Natura
2000 network than
outside it.

Evolution positively
correlated to the
coverage of this
commune by the
N2000 network.
This  effect s
amplified by the
amount of AECM
contracted.

common bird populations
French Bird Breeding Surveys

Corine Land Cover data
3 Built-up areas and
intensive cultivation

have increased less
inside the network
than outside. These
differences in trend
are also visible
before sites
designation.

Positive effect on
global trends and
on farmland
species : decline is
weaker outside the
network. No effect
on woodland
species and
generalist species.

e 4 studies comparing the evolution of
conservation status indicators inside and
outside the network after site
designation

e Converging results : Natura
2000 network added value proven
with each indicator

Princé, K., Rouveyrol R., Pellissier V., Touroult J., et Jiguet F. 2021. “Long-Term Effectiveness of Natura 2000 Network to
Protect Biodiversity: A Hint of Optimism for Common Birds.” Biological Conservation 253. 10.1016/j.biocon.2020.108871.
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biocon.2020.108871

2. Effectiveness assessment to achieve favourable conservation status

Annual call for projects funded by the French Biodiversity Office (OFB)

Objectives:

» Financingfield surveys of Natura 2000 measures effect
on biodiversity

» Use of specific and standardized protocols

» Data analysisat national level

v’ 46 study sites in 2024 @ ecosystem reopening
v’ 5 years monitoring ® pond restoration

v' 5 studied measures hedgerows plantation
late mowing

peatland restoration
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2. Effectiveness assessment to achieve favourable conservation status

From sites to biogeographical regions : The N2000 policy increases biodiversity...but doesn't reach its objective
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Common bird trends within and outside the N2000 network

(Princé et al. 2021)

Only 20% of Annex | habitattypesin good conditionsin France (Art 17
reporting)

Positive effect of N2000 network limited to curbing the decline
rather than reversing it

Possibly linked with shortcomings of the system : some pressures are
poorly addressed by N2000 tools

v’ Useful to explain results at site level (“not so good
but better than outside...”)

v' Recommendationsand guidelines formulated at
national level

Report summary : https://inpn.mnhn.fr/docs-web/docs/download/376954
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3. site-specific conservation objectives in the Natura 2000 sites the Mediterranean biogeographical region

» Priorising conservation issues for species and habitat

A regional (Occitanie) priorization of Annex | Habitats according to conservation objectives in N2000
sites

» Three differents lists, one for each great objectives type:
v’ List of habitats to be preserved (conservation list)
v’ List of habitats to be improved (restoration list)
v’ List of habitats to be maintained (management list)

» Aregional reference to inform decision at site-level
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3. site-specific conservation objectives in the Natura 2000 sites the Mediterranean biogeographical region

» Going beyond the Eur28 (Annex | habitat) typology

Sometimes the Eur28 habitat types are too broad

» A more precise, exhaustive and site-tailored typology can allow to identify different
conservation/restoration concerns and management practices within one Annex | habitat type

» Exemple : 1410 "Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi)" => Juncion maritimi vs.
Plantaginion crassifoliae
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