
Se rvice  p ub lic
d e  Wallo n ie

Development of the pledge on 
conservation status improvement  -
The approach of Wallonia for 
continental habitat types

Continental Seminar - Prag ue , 25 June  2024

Lione l Wib ail



Belg ium = 1 marine  + 2 te rre strial 
b iog eog rap hical reg ions

Wallonia: 
• inte rcep ts Atlantic reg ion 
• cove rs almost all Be lg ian Continental reg ion

 For restoration pledge: continental hab & sp mainly 
depend on Wallonia  
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Conse rvation status of continental hab itats 
• ~  75 % U2
• 1 hab Fv
• Main reason = Structure s and  Functions 

Trend s
• 40 % p ositive
• 10 % d e te riorating
• ~  50 % stab le  or unknown

Last article 17 reporting



1. Habitats selection for 30 %

« strong positive trends » sub-target

Crite ria :

 Trend s alread y p ositive  in 2013-2018

 Imp ortant re storation & manag ement actions 
in the  p ast

 Action p lans alread y in p rog re ss or in 
d e ve lop ment

 Syne rg y with Wate r Framework Directive

Im p o rtance  o f p a st and  curre nt Life  Pro je cts



13/41 hab itats

1 0  hab =  « e xtrao rd ina ry na ture » : heathland s, 
p eaty hab itats, calcareous g rassland s  85 to  100 % 
of hab itats surface s are  in Natura 2000 site s

+ rive rs (3 2 6 0 ): syne rg y with WFD 
+ 2  fo re st hab ita ts (9 1 9 0 , 9 1 E0 *): existing action 
p lans and  leg al measure s, re storation ong oing

30 % of nb  of HCI typ es
16 % of to tal HCI surface s

1. Habitats selection for 30 %

« strong positive trends » sub-target



2. « Non deterioration» sub-target

All hab ita ts w ith ne g a tive tre nd s in 2019

= mainly hay meadows, scattered accross the 
agricultural landscape

Main p re ssure  = intensification
- Fe rtilization
- Plowing
- Intensive  g razing or mowing …



2. « Non deterioration» sub-target

Also hab ita ts with stab le  or p ositive  trend s in 
2019, b ut im p le m e nta tio n o r co ntinua tio n  o f 
m e asure s ne e d e d to  avo id fu ture  
d e te rio ra t io n

Ex.: ‘common’ forest habitats
enhance resilience (better structure, composition, soil
protection)



2. « Non deterioration» sub-target

All hab ita ts w ith ne g a tive tre nd s                     + othe r hab ita ts re q uiring m e asure s to  
avo id fu ture  d e te rio ra t io n

 More  wid esp read hab itats,  more  p rod uctive  so ils, 
hig he r surface , hig he r share outsid e N2000 ne twork

« no n  d e te rio ra t io n » sub -ta rg e t im p o rtant  BUT like ly to  b e m o re  d ifficu lt to  a ch ie ve !



Exceptions
1 ) Mo nito ring  : unknown trend s in 2019
ex. Hab itats d ifficult to  d e te rmine /asse ss (p ond s –
3130, 3140, 3150)
Walloon re search ong oing

2 ) Una vo id ab le d e te rio ra t io n :
O nly 1 hab itat: Buxus formations (5110): b ox tre e
moth (Cydalima perspectalis)

NB: no fatalistic approach about climate change  active 
approach to improve resilience
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Conclusions



• Inte re sting  exe rcise

• Allows Memb er State s/Reg ions to  realize  how to  contrib ute  to  BD 2030. 

• Imp rovement sub targ e t not too  d ifficult to  achieve  if:
- Life  and  o the r p ro jects alread y und e rway
- e fforts und e rtaken on the  re stored  surface s are  continued

• Non-d e te rioration sub targ e t more  d ifficult to  achieve  – in p articular for ag ricultural hab itats 
and  hab itats sensitive  to  climate  chang e   “p led g e” more  theore tical, d oes no t allow to  
classify hab itats accord ing  to  the  d ifficulty of achieving  non d e te rioration. 

• Measure s need ed  (cf temp late ): 
- remain ve ry g ene ral at this stag e ; d ifficult to  move  toward s a q uantification (ha, €)
- q uantification will d ep end  on Europ ean fund s that can b e  allocated
- q uantification need s wid e r consultation of scientists, d ecision-make rs and  
stakehold e rs.
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